
We can help, get in touch www.learnshetland.com 

Adult Learning | Shetland 

English spelling rules are a valuable resource for mastering the most common spelling patterns in
the language. Once you've learned them, they can significantly improve your writing. However, keep
in mind that many rules come with exceptions—so it's always worth staying flexible and attentive.

English Spelling Rules: A Handy Guide

English Spelling Rules

1. Silent "e" Rule
Add an "e" to the end of  a word to make the vowel sound long.
Examples: hop → hope, kit → kite

2. Double Consonants
Double the consonant after a short vowel before adding endings like -ing, -ed, or -er.
Examples: run → running, swim → swimming

3. "i" Before "e" Rule
Use "i before e" except after "c", or when sounding like "a" as in neighbour and weigh.
Examples: believe, friend, but receive, ceiling

4. Changing "y" to "i"
Change "y" to "i" when adding endings if  a consonant comes before the "y".
Examples: happy → happier, fly → flies
But: play → playing (vowel before "y", so no change)

5. Dropping the Final "e"
Drop the final "e" when adding endings that start with a vowel.
Examples: make → making, drive → driving
But: manage → manageable (keep the "e" before -able)

6. Plurals of Nouns
Add "s" for most nouns
Examples: cat → cats, dog → dogs
           
Add "es" for nouns ending in s, x, z, ch, or sh
Examples: box → boxes, brush → brushes

Change "y" to "i" and add "es" if  a consonant comes before the "y"
Examples: baby → babies, city → cities

Add "ves" for some nouns ending in f  or fe
Examples: leaf  → leaves, knife → knives
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7. "ck" after a Short Vowel
Use "ck" after a short vowel sound
Examples: back, neck, sick, rock, duck

8. "k" after a Long Vowel or Consonant
Use "k" after a long vowel sound or consonant.
Examples: bake, speak, look, milk

9. "c" and "k" Sounds
Use "c" for a "k" sound before a, o, u:
Examples: cat, cot, cut
           
Use "k" for a "k" sound before e, i, y:
Examples: key, kid, sky

10.Common Homophones
Homophones are words that sound the same but have
different meanings and spellings.
Examples:

their (possessive) vs. there (location)
your (possessive) vs. you're (you are)
to (preposition) vs. too (also) vs. two (number)

11. Prefixes and Suffixes
Keep the base word when adding prefixes like un-, re-, in-:
Examples:

happy → unhappy
use → reuse
Sometimes change spelling when adding suffixes like -
ness, -ly, -ful:
happy → happiness
beauty → beautiful

A Few Useful Tips
Practice with real words and sentences.
Use flashcards or apps to reinforce patterns.
Read aloud to hear how spelling connects to pronunciation.
Keep a personal spelling journal of  tricky words.
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