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Hazard Perception Test: Practical Tips and Insights to Help You Pass

Learning to drive involves more than just getting behind the wheel; it’s about staying alert and
requires understanding of  how to react safely in all road situations. One of  the most important
steps in achieving this is passing your Hazard Perception Test. This guide will help you understand
how the test works and give you practical tips and insights to help you succeed and build
confidence in your driving skills.

What is the Hazard Perception Test?

The Hazard Perception Test is a crucial part of  the UK driving test, as well as in many other
countries. Its purpose is to assess your ability to identify and respond to potential hazards on the
road.

You will watch 14 short video clips, each lasting around one minute.
Each clip shows a driving scenario from the driver’s point of  view.
Your task: Click the mouse when you spot a developing hazard - something that may cause
you   to slow down, stop, or change direction.
One clip will contain two hazards; the rest will have one.
The test checks how quickly and accurately you can spot danger, just like in real driving.

What Counts as a Hazard?

🚗 Vehicles pulling out or stopping suddenly
🚶 Pedestrians stepping into the road
🚴 Cyclists swerving or turning
🛠 Roadworks or lane closures
🐕 Animals crossing the road
🌧 Weather changes like fog, rain, or ice
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Top Tips to Help You Pass

1. Watch for Early Signs of Danger

Look ahead for bends, slowing vehicles, traffic lights, roadworks, or people near the kerb.

2. Pay Attention to Road Signs

Signs often warn you about upcoming hazards - use them to stay alert and adjust your speed.

3. Stay Focused

There’s no pause or replay. Keep your eyes on the road and avoid distractions during the test.

4. Use Points of Reference

Hazards often appear at junctions, crossings, or places with poor visibility. Practice spotting these
while watching others drive.

5. Be Ready to React

Think ahead. If you see a car changing lanes or a pedestrian stepping out, click when it starts to
become a hazard.

6. Don’t Over click

Clicking too often or in a pattern can lower your score. Only click when you see a genuine
developing hazard.

7. Practice Regularly

Use apps and websites to get used to spotting hazards. The more you practice, the faster and more
confident you’ll become.
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Scoring and Passing

You need 44 out of  75 points to pass.
You earn points based on how quickly you spot the hazard.
Clicking at the wrong time doesn’t hurt your score but clicking too much can.
You can’t pause or restart the clips, so stay focused from the start.

Final Tip - Practice With Purpose 

Practice is essential for building confidence and skill. The skills you build for this test will help
you every time you drive. Stay calm, stay focused, and trust your instincts.
There are many websites and apps that include Highway Code information, practice Hazard
Perception clips and practice Theory Tests. 

Practice Tools You Can Use

🌐 Websites

Theory Pass UK 
       https://theorypass.co.uk/practice/hazard-perception

Learner Driver UK 
       https://www.learnerdriveruk.com/free-theory-tests/cars/

Theory Test Online UK 
       https://www.theory-test-online.co.uk/free-hazard-perception-test-demo

📲 Apps

Hazard Perception Test 2025
Official DVSA Theory Test Kit
Theory Test Pro – Free via Shetland Library

www.learnshetland.com 


